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The Kiddush is hosted by:  The 

Congregation, Sisterhood and the Laven 

Family Shabbat Celebration Fund.  

Today’s Torah Reading 

Dec 31 - Jan 2 CBS Main office Closed  
Jan 2   Birthday Shabbat Selahbrate  
Jan 9   Ark Adventures  
Jan 9   Ruach Shabbat and Dinner 
  with Anniversary Selahbrate  
Jan 10  Let There Be Play  
Jan 10  Ark Adventures  
Jan 11   SH and Men ’s Club Program 
  with Sharsheret  
Jan 16  Shabbat with a Twist  
Jan 17  MLK Shabbat  
Jan 19  CBS Office Closed for Martin 
  Luther King Day  
Jan 23  FYC Shabbat Experience  
Jan 24  Havdalah, Coffee and Israel 
  Night    

 

Visit our Website for  
all of our Programs  

www.BethShalomNB.org  

Thought to Ponder:  

What is the best        
reunion you've ever 
had?  

Mark Your Calendars 

Schedule of Services  

In - Person & Live Stream,  
Sunday & Major Holidays @ 8:45 AM  

Monday -Friday @ 7:45 AM  
Sunday -Thursday @ 7:45 PM  

 

CBS has daily in - person  
Minyanim.  

Please take an active role in 
our community by helping us 
make Minyan every morning & 

evening.  
 

 

Ezekiel is speaking to the Jewish people ex-

iled in Babylonia just after his famous vision 

of the Valley of Dry Bones, in which he 

speaks of a national resurrection. In our Haf-

tarah, God instructs Ezekiel to take two sticks 

and to write upon each of them. On the first: 

“For Judah and the children of Israel, his 

companions. ” On the second: “For Joseph, 

the stick of Ephraim and all the house of Isra-

el associated with it. ” The prophet is to bring 

these two sticks together as a demonstration 

to the people that all twelve tribes of Israel 

will be reunited. God also promises that once 

the Jewish people are reestablished in the 

Land of Israel, He will make with them a cov-

enant o f p eac e. B o th the T o rah read ing  and  

the Haftarah have strong themes of reunifica-

tion. In the Torah reading, Joseph is reunited 

with his family. In the Haftarah, God promises 

the reunification of the Northern and South-

ern Kingdoms.  

This Week’s Parashah 
Joseph still has not revealed his identity. At the 

end of last week ’s reading, Joseph tells the  

brothers that Benjamin must remain with him in 

Egypt as a slave after he had been found with 

Joseph ’s missing silver goblet. Judah   explains 

that Jacob would die of grief if      Benjamin re-

mained in Egypt and offers to take Benjamin ’s 

place. Joseph is overwhelmed by the brothers ’ 

compassion for their father and each other -  

much changed from the brothers who sold him 

into slavery. At last, he reveals himself and the 

brothers are fearful that Joseph will now take  

revenge on them. But Joseph assures them that 

everything that happened was part of God ’s plan. 

Joseph wants his family to join him in Egypt so 

that he can provide for them during the famine. 

When Pharaoh learns that “Joseph's brothers 

have come, ” he too invites Jacob and the others 

to settle in Egypt. Before leaving Canaan, Jacob 

is visited by God in a dream.  God promises to be 

with him in Egypt, and will also eventually bring 

him back up to Israel. After a tearful reunion with 

Jacob, Joseph settles his family in Goshen. The 

Torah reading concludes: “Thus Israel settled in 

the country of Egypt, in the region of Goshen; 

they acquired holdings in it, and were fertile and 

increased greatly. ” The grammar of the Hebrew 

suggests a transition for the descendants of    

Jacob (Israel). The verb “settled ” is singular, thus 

referring to the individual Israel (Jacob);  

Today’s Haftarah 
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the    second half of the sentence is entirely 

in plural, referring to Jacob ’s offspring and 

their families as they emerge from being 

merely an extended  family to the national 

entity that we call “B ’nai Yisrael ”—the Israel-

ites.  


