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RABBI CHAPMANõS CHRONICLES 

   I once 

heard a rab-

bi introduce  

òHatikvahó 

as the 

òJewish  

national an-

them.ó  At 

first, I ques-

tioned this description.  After all,  

òHatikvahó is the Israeli  

national anthem. While there is an un-

questionably deep link between Israel 

and the Jewish people, they are not the 

same entity. Collapsing two identities 

into one gave me pause.  

 

   Over these last few challenging 

months, we have added òHatikvahó into 

our daily prayer services to express our 

solidarity with the state and people of 

Israel. While I have sung òHatikvahó 

many times in the past, hearing it so 

frequently piqued my curiosity about 

this song and its origin.  

 

   It turns out that rabbi was more  

correct in his description than I  

realized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   òHatikvahó has been a Jewish national 

anthem for far longer than it has been 

Israelõs. It derives from an 1878 poem 

called òTikvatenuó (Our Hope) written 

by Naftali Hertz Imber, a 19th-Century 

Jewish poet from Galicia (present-day 

Ukraine).  Over time, an updated ver-

sion of the poem was set to music by 

Samuel Cohen, adapted from Central       

European folk melodies. In 1933, it  

became the official anthem of the Zion-

ist Movement. However, the Knesset 

would not formally adopt òHatikvahó as 

Israelõs national anthem until 2004! 

 

   For all its enduring popularity,  

òHatikvahó has stoked debate among 

Israelis. Religious Zionists have objected 

to the absence of any mention of God, 

while secular Israelis criticize its messi-

anic undertones. Muslim, Druze, and 

Christian Israelis (about 1/5 of Israelõs 

population) struggle with a national an-

them that seems to exclude them from 

Israelõs polity. And Sephardi, Mizrachi, 

and Ethiopian Jews feel similarly about 

the phrase òwith eyes turned Eastó 

since they yearned for Zion facing 

north, west, or south. These disagree-

ments reflect Israelõs rich tapestry of 

identities (and opinions!). 

 

   To be sure, no national anthem is  

perfect (Does anything òspangleó be-

sides the stars on our banner?). In time, 

perhaps Israelis can update òHatikvahó 

again, or adopt multiple anthems to re-

flect a diverse society. But for now, Iõm 

grateful to sing something that links my 

Jewish identity with my support for  

Israel ð our national anthem in every 

sense of the term. 

Rabbi Chapman  
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  CBS HAPPENINGS  

Purchase gift cards here: tinyurl.com/cbsgiftcard  

Thursday, December 7th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chanukah - 1st Candle  

 

Chanukah 5784  

December 8 -15, 2023 

https://www.bethshalomnb.org/give/ways-to-donate/cbs-gift-card-program/
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Shalom Chaverim, 

 

It is the end of October as I write this bulletinõs message to you, and I am admittedly feel-

ing so much turmoil and conflict. I know that there are many things for me to be appre-

ciative of and thankful for, but it is becoming increasingly difficult to focus on those things.  

There are wonderful programs and holidays coming up at CBS, but it is becoming harder 

to embrace them. In the last few weeks, horror has struck Israel, anti-Semitism is at an all 

time high, a beloved Jewish leader in Detroit was murdered, a mass shooting occurred in 

Lewiston, Maine, our Jewish college students do not feel safe on their campuses, our 

Congress is dysfunctional, a plane from Israel lands in Russia and is threatened to be 

overtaken by protesterséé.enough already.   

 

I suspect that I am not the only one who is really struggling with the state of our world. So I started thinking, perhaps if I 

share some of my struggle and how I am trying to manage it, maybe it can make a difference for some of you. For me, this 

sense of despair of the state of the world escalated on October 7th.  As you learned on Kol Nidre, this happened to me 

50 years ago to the day. While I have much more clarity and strength of conviction of what it means to be a Jew, that 

question of why it is so easy to hate us still lingers 50 years later. I measure my stress level by an imaginary meter 

(measured from 1, very low to 10, extremely high) hard wired into my brain. If I can wake up starting the day at 2-3 then 

I have wiggle room to cope with the demands of my life without getting too overwhelmed. Normally, my general optimis-

tic view of life has allowed me to live this way. Today, when I wake up my stress meter is starting at 6-7 which means I 

am almost in the red zone before the day even gets started.   

 

I find myself experiencing a myriad of emotions that fluctuate moment to moment- anger, sadness, anxiety, fear, dismay, 

frustration to name a few. Where do I direct these feelings- at Hamas (this one is easy), Americans, Congress, the ex-

treme wings of both political parties, Palestinian protestors who promote anti-Israel policies? I support Israel and I am in 

no position to judge Israel as I certainly have no answers to a peaceful resolution. But thousands of innocents who do not 

deserve to die are paying the price for having terrorists running their government in Gaza. As if all this internal conflict is 

not enough, my biggest distress is that I have moments when I find myself wrestling with my own sense of humanity.   

Destroying Gaza is not a humane solution, but sometimes I think if that is the only way to destroy Hamaséé. 

 

What can we do to cope with living in a world that is in a state of chaos?  Every morning I do my best to dial down my 

stress needle. It is critical that we give our internal resources some wiggle room to manage our lives and the flood of in-

formation we receive from the air waves. I start every day by focusing on what is good in my life. I try to limit my expo-

sure to the news, and I stay off social media. I know this is extremely challenging, but it has become like an addiction that 

only seems to fuel more pain and suffering. I must accept how little control I have to change all the things wrong in the 

world and focus on the little ways I can make a difference- writing a check, words of encouragement, kindness to others, 

and lots of hugs. I believe that there is much more good than evil in the world even if it seems like evil is winning right 

now. Also, I am trying to spend more time at Congregation Beth Shalom because it feels better to be surrounded by  

people who understand what it means to be a Jew in todayõs world. 

 

My hopes, prayers, and wishes are that by the time you read this message the world will be a better place than the time I 

wrote it, and all our stress needles will be set at lower levels. May whatever holidays you celebrate this month be full of 

love spent with your friends and family. 

 

LõShalom, 

 

Bob 

 

 

FROM THE CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  
Bob Spector  
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CANTORõS NOTES 
Aside from a Dreidel, Chanukiyah, or chocolate gelt, one topic Jews donõt focus on at this 

time of year is the idea of a Messiah. We donõt do so during this season, or throughout the 

year for that matter.  

Eschatology, angels, heaven, reincarnation and topics such as the world to come seem  

either obscure, are poorly taught in Judaic classes or are considered subjects about which  

Christians speak, not Jews. The Torah actually contains several references to "the End of 

Days" (acharit ha-yamim), which is the time of the Mashiach (the anointed one). 

Here is the answer about our Messiah (Mashiach). This person is to be a descendent of King 

David, who was a descendent of Ruth who was a convert to Judaism. (Shocker for some of you, I know).   

On the Judaism 101 website it says: It has been said that in every generation, a person is born with the potential to be the  

Mashiach. If the time is right for the messianic age within that person's lifetime, then that person will be the Mashiach. But if that 

person dies before he completes the mission of the Mashiach, then that person is not the Mashiach. 

There are also recordings of false messiahõs in Jewish history which are curious people, being disproven, after claiming to 

be the anointed one. And it is yet fascinating to note that in our lifetime some people have identified a Jewish Messiah. 

That person is Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, now of blessed memory. Whether some of his followers believed 

him to be The Messiah or merely a Messiah in his lifetime, is unresolved.  

Through Mussar, ethical teachings, we are taught to treat every person with whom we come into contact as if they may 

be the true Messiah, and if we do then we would create a world of kindness and peace, which is, in part, a forshpeis of 

messianic times.  

One last oddity of the Messiah. In Jewish tradition the Messiah will arrive on a donkey. Seems that a Messiah might come 

in on a camel or a noble steed, but donkey? There is one story told of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey as well.  

Donkeys get more attention in the bible and literature than we think. In the Torah, Parshat Balak, there is a story about a 

diviner named Balaam who rides a donkey, who apparently could talk. In fact the Bible mentions donkeys 173 times.  

Donkeys have been domesticated for thousands of years and their place in the world are depicted in many stories such 

as Animal Farm, Aesopõs Fables and in Greek literature, such as in Homer. A. A. Milne created Eeyore, and even Pinocchio 

is turned into a donkey. Even politics have appropriated a donkey for the Democratic Party logo.  

Donkeys are seen as a lower class means of transportation as servants ride donkeys and noblemen/knights ride horses. 

Sancho Panza rides a donkey while Don Quixote (even in his name we hear the word donkey sounded out) rides a 

horse.  

Rabbi Alexandri, in the Talmudic tractate of Sanherdrin, explains: If the Jewish people merit redemption, the Messiah will 

come in a miraculous manner with the clouds of heaven. If they do not merit redemption, the Messiah will come  

lowly and riding upon a donkey.  

I hope that during this cold winter season we take time to explore some of the mysteries in our faith, do our fair share of 

healing the world by helping others and by being kinder to one another. In doing so we will be active participants in bet-

tering the world so that it is worthy of a Messianic age, a time of complete peacefulness. So, do not be passive and simply 

stay indoors, cuddled up in a blanket, waiting for a miraculous coming of the Mashiach while we simply sit on our donkeys. 

  

Cantor Stoehr  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
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CBS HAPPENINGS  

JOIN US IN WELCOMING THESE  

NEW MEMBERS TO  

CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM  

Hannah Mackler & Michael Feurstein  

Birthday Shabbat  

The first Friday of the 

month come to Shabbat 

and receive a Birthday 

Blessing and a special 

treat, kids, too!  

(during your birthday 

month) 

 

First Fridays @  

6:00 pm 

December 1 

January 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Shabbat  

The second Friday of the 

month come to Shabbat 

and receive an  

Anniversary blessing and 

gift!  

(during your anniversary 

month) 

 

Second Fridays @ 

6:00 pm 

December 8 

January 12 
 

 
 

Please RSVP to  
lifecycles@BethShalomNB.org   

if you will be attending! 

Shabbat Selahbrate  Office Closings  

(closed all day unless noted)  

 

Monday-Friday  

December 25 -29 

Morning Minyan 8:45 am  

 

Monday, January 1 

 

Monday, January 15 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  

December 25 -January 7 

Religious School and CBS U Winter Break  

 

 

 

 

 

We sincerely apologize for our mistake in the  

November, 2023 Bulletin.  

 

The combined annual contribution for our children at 

Beth Shalom is $255 ($70 from each family, matched 

by $100 from our congregation thanks to the support 

from the David Zemsky Memorial Skip Fund  

and $85 from Federation). 

 

We are so grateful to the Zemsky Family for their 

generosity and support of Congregation Beth Shalom 

and the Send-A-Kid-To-Israel-Partnership. 

mailto:lifecycles@BethShalomNB.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

Hebrew   

Our students are doing an amazing job learning Hebrew 

through our Aleph Champ Program. We love their  

enthusiasm.  We will have a student only ceremony before 

winter break to present them with the medals they have 

earned. Yasher Koach to our studious students!   

 

Shabbat BõYachad 

We are starting 2024 strong with two Shabbat BõYachads. 

 

Our first Shabbat BõYachad is Friday, January 26 th  when our Kitah Hey (5th grade class) will help lead Shabbat  

Services in the Kamensky Sanctuary. Services will be followed by a special Shabbat dinner with a menu chosen by the 

class. All are welcome to attend. Please see the CBS website  to RSVP. 

 

Our second Shabbat BõYachad of the school year is Saturday, February 3rd . Our 6th grade Mechina Class will be 

leading the Torah Service! We hope you will join us as our students demonstrate the new skills and knowledge they 

have learned working with Morah Randi Simon and Moreh David Ybarra. 

Stacy Ybarra  

 
CBS Chagigat HaGan  

Sunday, January 28th 

We are delighted to welcome the following students into 

the Religious School:  
    

        Eitan  Berman   Norah Polyakov    

 Isaac Dunn    Ellie Ryan 

 Ori Goldman   Reuben Schrank  

 Sander Hill    Chase Spivak  

 Diana Horwitz   Tara Stein 

 Jordan Keilin   Ari Walder  

 Beckett Neiberg   Logan Weinstein   

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2024-01-01
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BõNAI MITZVAH/YOUTH 

While the winter brings 

darkness early each evening, 

we have so much light com-

ing into CBS. We had two 

amazing Shabbat dinners with 

our families with young chil-

dren, with attendance grow-

ing each month. This is an 

opportunity for our families to come together, light 

Shabbat candles, pray, sing, and enjoy a meal. 

 

Chaverim, our 3rd-5th graders had a ôcampõ day at 

CBS where we played gaga, made sõmores, and  

practiced archery. We also have a Chanukah party 

coming up to exchange gifts and hang out. 

 

CBS USY is busy as always. We held our weekly 

Thursday Lounge Nights with teen-led programs in-

cluding bowling, baking, menorah painting, and a visit 

from Paws for Patrick to discuss mental health. 

 

In racking my brain for something Torah related in this 

double issue, I found the verse in Parsha Bo (Exodus 

12:2) interesting.  òThis month shall mark for you the 

beginning of the months; it shall be the first of months 

of the year for you.ó  Great, more stuff on the  

calendar, Iõm already busy!   

 

No, in fact, this is the first mitzvah G-d gives to the 

Israelites! Now that we are free, we need our own 

calendar! When I walk my dog at night, especially on a 

crisp, clear night, I am in awe of the moon and stars. I 

am in awe of G-dõs presence and find comfort in the 

little things that help slow down an otherwise busy 

day, week, and month. Weõve had the same calendar 

for thousands of years, and even during the winter, 

seeing the dark night sky makes everything worthwhile 

knowing light is on its way. 

Michael Schneider  

 

MAZEL TOV  TO OUR BõNAI MITZVAH 

Alexis Morgan Vass  

Daughter of Alisa and Stuart 

Vass 

Sister of Nathan Vass 

Granddaughter of Sherry and 

Herb Siegal, Michelle and Bruce 

Garfield, Judy and Andy Vass, 

and Shari Vass 

 

Julia Eisenstadt 

Daughter of Dr. Susan and Paul 

Eisenstadt 

Sister of Ryan and Claire  

Eisenstadt 

Granddaughter of Phil and Ricki 

Elbaum, and Beverly and  

Raymond Eisenstadt of blessed 

memory  

 

Ryder Gruber  

Son of Ilisa and Michael Gruber  

Brother of Shaye, Brandon, and 

Dylan Gruber 

Grandson of Dale Kane, Bernard 

Kane of blessed memory, and 

Arthur and Andrea Gruber 
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CBS U/ADULT EDUCATION/HAZAK  

Whatôs Happening at CBS U in December and January? 
 

***Please note there will be NO Adult Ed/CBS U classes between  
December 24, 2023 and January 7, 2024*** 

 

Israel in Depth 

December 17 -- Topic: TBD based on current events happening in Israel 
February 4 ï Topic: TBD based on current events happening in Israel 

Join us for Minyan at 8:45am, stay for Breakfast by Menôs Club (unless otherwise noted) followed  
immediately by lecture/discussion by Carl Schrag.There is a separate registration form for each  
sessionéclick on each date above for the registration form for that session. 

Too Clever by Haf will continue December 5 and 12th. It will not continue in January. 

Jewish News with Carl Schrag will meet until December 19th. Our first class in January will be  

January 9th. 

Movies with Melman first movie Golda: viewing December 14, discussion December 21 

Yiddish will continue until December 20th. January start date TBD. 

Tai Chi will meet until December 21st. The first class in January will be January 11th. 

Midrash will meet December 7, 14 & 21. The first class will be February 8th. 

The following classes will begin in January:  

2 Musicals first session will be held on Monday, January 8th.  The first musical Rabbi Chapman plans 

to discuss is Funny Girl. 

Talmud in Translation with Rabbi Chapman will begin on Tuesday, January 16th. 
 

Learn more about any of these classes by visiting Adult Education/CBS U page on our  
CBS website. Check back often, as new classes may be added during the semester. 

If you are ready to register for classes, go to tinyurl.com/classregCBSU 

Still have questions? Contact Audrey (Ataxer@bethshalomnb.org) 

HAPPENINGSé 

RSVP: tinyurl.com/hazakshmooze2023  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/israel-in-depth4.html
https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/israel-in-depth5.html
https://www.bethshalomnb.org/learn/adult-education-cbs-university/
file:///S:/BULLETIN/2023/December%202023%20January%202024/tinyurl.com/classregCBSU
mailto:Ataxer@bethshalomnb.org
https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/hazak-chanukkiah-lighting.html
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CBS U/ADULT EDUCATION/HAZAK  

Register here: tinyurl.com/sir2024  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/scholar-in-residence.html
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SISTERHOOD  
CBS Sisterhood has officially kicked off the 2023-2024 programming year! While we had a 

busy summer with welcoming new members, fundraising for the year, baking kugels, and  

managing the Judaica Shop, we formally began the year with our Opening Event: A Night in 

Tel Aviv. We celebrated Israeli culture by eating wonderful Israeli food, listening to the top 

hits from Galgalatz (Israeli Radio), and by tasting some amazing Israeli Wines. Diana Effio and 

Alvin Cardona, wine educators and owners of Luna Rosa Wine Shop in Highland Park, guided 

us through four tastings, and shared some insights on the history and current state of the 

wine industry in Israel. 

  

We had been planning this Israeli theme since last spring, and we keep saying amongst ourselves that the fact that we 

chose an opening event centered around and celebrating Israel was very fortuitous, given the tragedies that have befallen 

our brothers and our sisters in Israel. While the night was certainly celebratory, we honored our family in Israel by  

raising money for Israeli charities, writing letters to IDF soldiers, and setting an empty table to honor the innocent  

hostages being held in Gaza. 

  

The evening was the perfect way to kick off our year- gathering together as a community in a profound way. Iõm so grate-

ful to all who helped to put together the event, both our Sisterhood leaders and the CBS staff! 

  

Building off this success, Sisterhood held its biggest fundraiser of the year on Sunday, November 5th- our Holiday  

Boutique! More than 40 vendors filled Beth Shalom with their wares, and we welcomed shoppers from all over the  

Chicago Area! 

  

On Tuesday, November 14th, we held our annual Torah Fund event. Torah Fund is a fundraising campaign from Womenõs 

League for Conservative Judaism which supports scholarships and programming for the students of the five Conservative/

Masorti institutions: The Jewish Theological Seminary of New York, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, 

Schechter Institutes of Jewish Study in Jerusalem, Seminario Rabinico Latinomericano in Buenos Aires and Zacharias 

Frankel College in Potsdam. Torah fund helps to provide for future generations of Jewish Leaders, giving them skills to 

fortify the Jewish people. As part of our event, Rabbi Dave Russo of the Wexner Foundation led a Torah Study on the 

leadership of Shifra and Puah. 

  

If you missed our event but would like to donate to Torah Fund, you can do so by visiting  

https://tinyurl.com/torahfund24 . At the $180 donation level, you will receive a beautiful Torah Fund pin, and you can 

also make donations as an honorarium or memorial gift. 

  

We have other wonderful events coming up, and weõd love for you to join us!  Please check your email for additional  

registration information for the following events: 

  

¶ Make Your Own Latke Charcuterie Board - December 3 rd  at 4:30pm  

Why should you come?  Learn how to make a stunning, tasty, and Instagram-able grazing 

plate that will impress your Chanukah guests! 

 

¶ Sisterhood Shabbat - February 2 nd at 6pm  

Why should you come? Is there anything better than celebrating Shabbat with the women of sisterhood?  Oh, and 

there will be a tasty dinner! 

 

¶ Jan Blum Memorial Games Day - February 25 at 11:30am  

Why should you come? Play some Mah Jongg and other card games with your friends AND raise money for ovarian 

cancer research to honor the memory of our dear friend Jan Blum of blessed memory  

Lani Schrank  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ftinyurl.com%2ftorahfund24&c=E,1,m6P09rS08xMRz9LHAom8RZOae41FB2u1Zcz85Y5tbmhHTym7gy-GCbXTz4f3P2tzalDDnxjtgcSVi6I9UpWdpxQT5q68pUue7w8MnZpAT7pmLvNHClKrGetZ5AmJ&typo=1
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SISTERHOOD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ WǳŘŀƛŎŀ {ƘƻǇ ƛǎ ht9b {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ф ŀƳ ǘƻ мн ǇƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ǝƳŜΣ  
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ƛŀƴŀ [Ŝǿƛǎ упт-фло-смтр  ƻǊ ŎōǎƧǳŘŀƛŎŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ tŀŘƴƻǎ упт-нмт-пром 
 

.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ {ƘƻǇ hƴƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ  
Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŎǳǊōǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /.{ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŶŎŜΦ 
!ŎŎŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎōǎ-ǎƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ-ƧǳŘŀƛŎŀ-ǎƘƻǇΦǎǉǳŀǊŜΦǎƛǘŜκ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ .ŜǘƘ {ƘŀƭƻƳ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎ DǳǊǾƛǘȊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ WǳŘŀƛŎŀ {ƘƻǇ 
Ϥ{ƘƻǇ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊϤ 

 
 

CƛǊǎǘ /ƘŀƴǳƪŀƘ /ŀƴŘƭŜ ς ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ тǘƘ 
¸ƻǳǊ hƴŜ-{ǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ .ŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ϧ !ũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ WǳŘŀƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ DƛƊǎ 

 

 

 

MAH JONGG CARD ORDER FORM  

It is time to order new Mah Jongg cards for 2024. 

If you have ordered before and a name or address from your last yearõs list has changed,  

please note that when filling out the application.   

All orders must be submitted by January 12, 2024.   

Thank you in advance for making this ongoing project a success. 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip __________________________________________ 

# __________Standard Cards @$14.00 each       $__________ 

#___________Large Print Cards @$15.00 each   $__________ 

                                   Total Amount Enclosed     $__________ 

 

Please send this order form with your name and address CLEARLY PRINTED together with your check, 

 made out to CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM SISTERHOOD to: 

      Pam Wolf 

      2020 Chestnut Ave., Apt. 108 

      Glenview, IL 60025 

mailto:cbsjudaica@gmail.com
https://cbs-sisterhood-judaica-shop.square.site/
https://www.bethshalomnb.org/connect/sisterhood/louis-gurvitz-memorial-sisterhood-judaica-shop/
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DONATIONS  MENõS CLUB 

Welcome to December everyone. The CBS Menõs Club has had a strong fall, and we 

look forward to continuing with our innovative and fun programming for the whole 

family. We have some terrific events coming up that I know you will all love to attend. 

I hope everyone enjoyed our amazing Erev Thanksgiving event featuring Magician Mike 

DiDomenico. Venturing into December, the Menõs Club is excited to welcome CBS 

Member Jeff Kaminsky as a breakfast program speaker on Sunday, December 10th. 

Jeff has been spearheading relief efforts in Ukraine and Israel and he will share his ex-

periences with the CBS family. I encourage everyone to come hear Jeff speak. On 

Sunday, December 17 , the Menõs Club will again host the breakfast portion (9:30 am) of Carl Schragõs  

Israel in Depth. If you have not heard Carl speak on Israel, you should definitely consider attending this always 

informative and interesting series.  
 

This month in my ongoing reintroduction to our past presidents, I would like to present the energetic and 

always helpful Dr. Michael Greenberg. A native of Chicagoõs south side, Michael attended Bowen High School, 

followed by earning his BS in Chemistry at the University of Illinois Chicago, and his PhD in Medical Chemistry 

specializing in computer design of medical chemicals from the University of Illinois Medical Center, College of 

Pharmacy. Michael has an extensive professional background as a scientist and R&D Director. He spent six 

years at Quaker Oats followed by 30 years at the Wm. Wrigley Corporation. Following his time at Wrigley, 

he worked as a consultant for consumer product companies. Michael is married to prolific Torah reader,  

Judi. Their extremely athletic son Rob (he may be the only CBS member who can claim the title of profession-

al Ultimate Frisbee Player) is married with a two year old daughter (Ruby). Michael and his family joined CBS 

in 1990, followed by Michael joining the Menõs Club in 1992. During his time in the Menõs Club, Michael has 

been extremely involved, holding the offices of VP of House (when breakfast and special events were all under 

the VP), VP Ways and Means (broke the lox box record in 2000 from 916 boxes to 1,186 boxes, broke again 

in 2001 to 1,326 boxes). How, you ask? He was the VP that added CJE, which spurred sales and included Star-

bucks Coffee in the boxes. The first year, he added kosher chewing gum from Wrigley France. While Ways 

and Means VP, Michael introduced Texas Holdõem Tournaments to bring in more funds to Menõs Club.  

Following his time as Ways and Means VP, Michael took on the role of Executive VP, which led him to his 

term as President from 2003 - 2005. Michael is extremely proud of his time as President. Heõs proud of the 

unique speakers and programs he introduced as MC President. Michael prides himself in understanding  

consumer needs and filling them, because of this he brought in younger men with the Dads and Darling  

program and sports figure speakers.  
 

Michael has a lot of hobbies outside of the synagogue. He is a prolific photographer (he was the CBS  

photographer from 2003-2020). He blew the shofar at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur from 1996 - 2019, he 

is a Kavod winner, a former FJMC Midwestern Region President and an author.  He also loves to travel, and 

spend time with his granddaughter. As you can see, Michael has his hands and feet in a lot of areas, and each 

Bob Goldwin  
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CBS FUNDRAISER  

RSVP: tinyurl.com/blackandwhite2024  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/annual-fundraiser-.html
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SOCIAL ACTION  

Social Action  

 

Thank you to everyone that donated vases  

during October. CBS collected 193 vases for  

Inspire Through Flower.  

 

Please remember during the 

winter months, the Northfield 

Food Pantry is in even greater 

need of food. Please drop off 

non-perishable, non -expired 

food at CBS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBS Toys For Tots collection from last year!  
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CBS HAPPENINGS  

Our first YACHAD group began when Randy Samborn, Dan Sher, Neil Rosengard, Scott Rogoff, Howard Freidin, 

Larry Levin, and Howard Jacob discovered their mutual love of Israeli Drama Fauda that was running on Netflix. 

As Randy noted, òFor me and I think some others, our wives didnõt watch (maybe because of the violence) so we 

didnõt have anyone to discuss the shows with and these are shows that provoke reaction, questions, and  

discussion about their stories. Our group discussions have certainly brought us closer together as a result of 

spending more time together and also sharing our enjoyment of Israeli television set against both the fiction and reality of national 

security, counterterrorism, and espionage.ó The group began watching Tehran and Hit and Run as well.  

  òAll of us knew one another from Menõs Club and other synagogue activities,ó noted Dan. òBut, the additional engagement 

discussing the shows has fostered stronger and more meaningful relationships such as sharing family milestones etc. Anytime one can 

walk into CBS and feel more comfortable because they know a few more congregants as friends as opposed to acquaintances is a 

good thing,ó Dan concluded. 

 Although the group is closed to new members, there are ample opportunities to join another interest group. There is  

interest in forming groups around Entertainment, Golf, Mixology, Pickleball, Shabbat Dinners, and a Walking Group. Or, if you have 

another interest, let us know and we can see if others would join. For more information, or to join a YACHAD group, please visit 

our website: www.bethshalomnb.org/connect/committees/affinity -groups/  

 Our next YACHAD/Chavurah Meet and Greet will be held on Sunday, January 14, 2024 

from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

(L-R): Howard Jacob, Neil Rosengard, Randy 

Samborn (Not pictured):  Howard Freidin, 
Larry Levin, Scott Rogoff & Dan Sher 

Morning Minyan YACHAD Groups  

 
Start your day at morning minyan, and then get to know fellow 
congregants over breakfast. One group will meet the second 

Thursday of every month and the other will meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 
 

For more information or to reserve your spot contact Scott 

Bosley: scottnbosley@gmail.com  or 847-471-4733. 

http://www.bethshalomnb.org/connect/committees/affinity-groups/
mailto:scottnbosley@gmail.com
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CBS HAPPENINGS  


