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Learning    

Torah Takes a 

Village 

 Think back 

to the last 

time you 

were with us 

for services 

(and there have been no shortage of 

opportunities ). Perhaps you took 

note of a custom we observe whenever 

the Torah is read. The Torah reader 

never stands alone at the reading 

table.  In fact, the reader is surrounded 

by a small crowd: two gabbaim, the oleh/

olah (those who recited the Torah bless-

ings), and the olim from the previous 

aliyah ð at least four people, often more.  

   If youõve ever chanted Torah, you 

know that it takes a lot of focus. Having 

a bunch of people up there watching 

you from two feet away is hardly the 

ideal scenario. How did we come up 

with this strange custom é and why?  

   The idea that the Torah reader should 

be surrounded by onlookers dates back 

(at least) to the time of Ezra, the 5th-

Century BCE scribe. The biblical        

account describes it as such: 

Ezra the scribe stood upon a 

wooden tower made for the pur-

pose, and beside him stood 

Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, 

Hilkiah, and Maaseiah at his right, 

and at his left Pedaiah, Mishael, 

Malchijah, Hashum,  

Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, 

Meshullam. (Nehemiah 8:4) 

   Thirteen people! Makes our contem-

porary Torah table gaggle seem down-

right intimate by comparison.  An ~8th-

Century midrash narrows the required 

observers down to two, one on each 

side, as òa mark of respect for the     

Torahó (Soferim 14:14). This is a power-

ful idea on its own, but thereõs another 

interpretation I like even more.  

   According to the Jerusalem Talmud 

(Megillah 4:1), the Torah reader never 

stands alone because, when Torah was 

first given, Moses stood between the 

people and God (see Deuteronomy 5:5).  

Therefore, just as Torah was given 

to us through a helper, so too must 

we learn it today alongside helpers.  

At first blush, this idea runs counter to 

our belief that every Jew has equal     

access to God and Torah ð indeed an 

important value. But in fact, the midrash 

ð and our contemporary custom ð re-

minds us that no one interpretation of 

Torah is òright.ó We all must help one 

another learn and understand Torah.  

   So, the next time you see a crowd    

gathered around the open scroll,       

remember this lesson: the Torah is a 

closed book until we open it ð together. 
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  CBS HAPPENINGS  
Register online here:  tinyurl.com/katyalvance2023  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/distinguished-speaker-.html
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Shalom Chaverim,  

 

I hope your Holiday season is going well and that it is providing you many reflective mo-

ments for yourselves, and quality time with your friends and family. Not only did the 

month of September fly by, much of 5783 was very much a blur. 5784 is now upon us. 

Yes, the High Holidays are behind us, and it was wonderful to see so many of our congre-

gantõs in-person this year. BUT there is still so much more to come: Sukkot, Shemini 

Atzeret, and Simchat Torah- all reasons to come to shul to pray and play together as a 

community. 

 

I wonder how many of us really think about what our numeric year represents.  Our   

people go back five thousand seven hundred and eighty-four years. Maybe, that is why one year often feels like a blink in 

time. I sometimes wonder what Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would say if they walked through 

the doors of Congregation Beth Shalom. My hope is that they would smile and think something like ôThis is exactly what 

we had in mind as we dreamed about Jewish community thousands of years into the future.õ  As I mentioned in my High 

Holiday appeal, nowhere outside of Israel do I feel a greater sense of comfort, safety, and pride of being a Jew than when 

I am at CBS. When I stepped off the plane in January 1974 and kissed the tarmac, these feelings were immediate and 

overwhelmingly visceral.  I did not feel like a stranger in a strange land, but as a child returning home to my ancestral   

parents. Admittedly, I did not feel that way in September 1994 when I attended my first High Holidays at CBS, but I did 

have a tingling of possibilities. My life outside of CBS was mostly secular. I longed to recapture that feeling of being in an 

environment where being a Jew was so easy and comfortable, to have a common bond and history with others that did 

not have to be explained. Most of my work colleagues, neighbors, and friends were not Jewish. It took me several years 

to feel connected enough to the congregation to experience the joy of not just being Jewish but also the comfort of being 

a Jew. Just to be clear, it wasnõt that people werenõt friendly and welcoming, but I wasnõt ready to make the commitment 

to be not just a member but to be a part of the community. Work and family consumed most of my time. But once I did 

make that commitment, Congregation Beth Shalom felt like home. Walking through our doors to smiling faces, hand-

shakes, and my favoriteé. hugs, warmed my heart. 

 

I have heard from many people that being affiliated with a synagogue does not seem as essential to connect with Jews   

because of the significant number of Jews that live in the North Shore suburban communities. In my experience living 

among Jews is not the same experience as being immersed within a Jewish community. Are we the only congregation in 

the North Shore to offer these connections? Obviously not.  But I am hearing more and more from our guests that 

something special is happening here. This is best exemplified by the feedback that our Sisterhood received during their 

recent International Convention as we were the host synagogue for the participants. They raved about how welcomed 

they felt throughout their Shabbat time at CBS. 

 

If there is a part of your Jewish life experience that is not being fulfilled outside of CBS, give us a try in the coming weeks 

and months. Check out our website.  We have a lot going on with upcoming Holiday celebrations, many fall classes 

through CBS University, and several nationally known speakers visiting us. 

 

May you all have a happy and healthy 5784 AND experience the joy of being a Jew. 

 

LõShalom, 

 

Bob   

FROM THE CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  
Bob Spector  

Office Closings  

(closed all day unless noted)  
 

Friday, October 6 at 12:00 pm  

Erev Shemini Atzeret  

VISIT THE CBS  

PHOTO GALLERY:  

tinyurl.com/cbsphotos2324  

https://www.bethshalomnb.org/participate/photo-album-2022-2023/
https://www.bethshalomnb.org/participate/photo-album-2023-2024/
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CANTORõS NOTES 
Marbeh Torah Marbe Chayim ð òThe More Torah the More Lifeó 

 

Torah has been a large part of my life since I was a young boy. I recall waking up many mornings finding my father sitting 

by the window, with his cup of coffee, and studying the weekõs Torah portion from his book. He was encyclopedic when 

it came to recall of Torah portions and their assigned trope (musical markings). When one of my children would come 

home from Day School with an assignment to read Torah they would earnestly call my dad to share the news. They 

would begin to chant their portion and my father would join in with them, without the assistance of a book in hand.  

The style in which my dad chanted Torah is embedded in my mind, a strong strain of Eastern European inflection was 

evident. To me that was authentic, the right way to read Torah. I would be enrolled in an Orthodox Day School for the 

first nine years of my elementary schooling and I would learn a similar style of kriõah (reading). I believe that my close   

relationship with Torah reading, and the actual Torah itself, is one of my pure delights.  

A vivid memory of mine was a Shabbat morning as my father and I were walking to shul. As we turned the corner of the 

block we saw the shul on fire. Fire engines were pulling up and I knew we were now in a quandary. Do we go into the 

building to save the Torahs and risk being injured or do we stay at a safe distance and hope the firemen got to the     

sanctuary before the fire did? As I turned to ask my father what to do, he had already made his way into the side        

entrance of the synagogue along with two others. They soon appeared, unharmed, with five Torah scrolls. It was another 

lesson about the preciousness of the Torah, and fortunately not a lesson of foolish heroism.                         

I have been blessed to steward a number of families at CBS in purchasing Torahs as well as having taken part in restoring 

old Sifrei Torah in countries in Eastern Europe. I have worked to secure a Torah for CHUSY, our Chicago area         

Conservative youth group chapter, some 20 years ago, as well as one for the Cantors Assembly.  

This month is Simchat Torah when we read the Torah from back to front, concluding Deuteronomy and then beginning 

Bereishit. I find the holiday to be one of pure joy and amazement at how this simple scroll has acted as a bond connecting 

the generations of our people. The same words, the same sounds, the same message, which remains pertinent to each 

generation as they interpret the ancient words for their own world.  

Rabbi Bagbag in Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of our Ancestors, declares that òif you turn it and turn it you shall find everything 

thereinó. He is referring to the Torah, and not your grandmotherõs large pocketbook. He is reminding us that the lessons 

of old are yet applicable to each of us, in our own day. Marbeh Torah, Marbeh Chayiméthe more Torah the more Life.  

I hope you will come and celebrate the holiday with us as well dance with, and sing about the Torah, our national      

treasure.  

Chag Sameach and a Gute Yontif.  

 

Cantor Stoehr  
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All CBS Shabbat, daily minyan and  

holiday services are Live Streamed  from the  

CBS website from your  

computer, smartphone or iPad/tablet  
      www.bethshalomnb.org/pray/live -streaming  

 

 

 

CBS HAPPENINGS  
JOIN US IN WELCOMING THESE  

NEW MEMBERS TO  

CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM  

 

KAREN & DARRIN ACHTMAN  

EMILIE & SCOTT BERMAN  

JULIE & JIM BRISKIN  

ANNA & BEN DETZNER  

LAUREN & HENRY ESTES  

RACHEL & ROBERT FENTON  

LAURA GREEN  

LESLIE KNOPOFF  

ABBY & IAN LUDWIG  

RACHEL & BRIAN MEDANSKY  

DAN MILLER  

SHARON & SHELDON PIKE  

RONIT & PHILLIP SHAPIRO  

JULIE ANN SKLAVER & AARON KAMINS  

SHARON & STEVEN STERN  

STACY & JOSEPH TYMAN  

LEAH & SCOTT VENUS  

PAMELA & DARRYL WOLF  

https://www.bethshalomnb.org/pray/live-streaming
https://www.bethshalomnb.org/pray/live-streaming
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

We are so happy to be back at school! The school wing is alive again with laughter,      

questions and learning.  With consistent Tuesdays we have really gotten to know 

our 3rd through 7th graders. Unfortunately, due to holidays falling on the weekend 

we have only had one Sunday with our kindergarteners through 2nd graders. Of 

course we are turning this challenge into an opportunity and hope our students will 

join us for:  

 

¶ A special Sukkot Program for students in grades K through 5 during Sukkot 

Services on Sunday, October 1 st from 10am to 12pm. This will be a chag 

friendly program with no electronics, no writing, no cutting, no phones and 

only our creativity to learn!  By reservation through the school, students 

will be able to join the congregation for Kiddush lunch following the  

program. 

 

 

Our theme in the school this year  is  (mishpacha) which means family.  We will focus on making 

connections and appreciating others for who they are. The goal is to create a home here at Beth Shalom. We 
hope you will get involved in the school this year as a room parent, with our family programs, and our class 

Shabbat celebrations. 

 

Bõshalom, 

Stacy Ybarra, LCSW 

Director of Education 

Stacy Ybarra  

Yom Beth Shalom/Meet The Teacher  

Register online here: tinyurl.com/CBScollege23  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/form/college-mail.html
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I have officially been here at 

CBS for a year! And what a 

year it has been. I am grateful 

to everyone who has made my 

time here so welcoming.  With 

the High Holidays in the rear-

view, we can jump into some 

new programming ð I am espe-

cially looking forward to Shabbat with a Twist, something 

we used to do at CBS, and now itõs bigger and better! Led 

by Pandaste Yoga and supported by a grant from jBaby 

Chicago, each month we will welcome families for challah 

braiding and yoga. Lots of twisting! Of course, our school 

age kids will have youth group events, with the first later 

this month.  We have brought back college boxes, so 

check the Bulletin for more info on how to get those to 

your college child. CBS USY has been meeting weekly, and 

our president has a message for our high schoolersé 

Hi, Iõm Skylar Adler, this yearõs 

CBS USY President. I am so 

excited to get this year start-

ed.  We have a great year 

planned with lots of fun and 

new lounge nights. I hope to 

see some new 9th-12th    

graders on Thursday nights! If 

you are on Instagram, follow 

us (@CBS_USY) for up-to-date program info! It was great 

seeing so many of you at Yom Beth Shalom and thank you 

to everyone who purchased honey to support the CBS 

Youth Endowment Fund. 

BõNAI MITZVAH/YOUTH 

Skylar Adler  

Michael Schneider  

 

MAZEL TOV  TO OUR BõNAI MITZVAH 

Madelyn Elbaum  

Daughter of David and Susan 

Elbaum 

Sister of Allyson (Ally)  

Elbaum 

Granddaughter of Phillip and 

Ricki Elbaum and Carol  

Wikoff 

 

 

Chase Sanders 

Son of Dr. David and  

Gabrielle Sanders 

Brother of Ethan Sanders 

Grandson of Paul and Robin 
Smulson and Martin and Ann 

Sanders 

 

 

 

Jack Lehtman  

Son of Kimberly Lehtman and 

David Lehtman 

Brother of Ava Lehtman 

Grandson of Patti and  

Howard Penner, Madalyn and 

David Gordon, Robin  

Lehtman and Stephen  

Lehtman of blessed memory 

 

 

Jaylen Lawyer 

Daughter of Michael and Lisa 

Rosengard Lawyer 

Granddaughter of Eileen 

Rosengard, Howard Getlin 

and Larry Rosengard of 

blessed memory 

Birthday Shabbat  

The first Friday of the month 

come to Shabbat and receive a 

Birthday Blessing and a special 

treat, kids, too!  

(during your birthday month) 

 

First Fridays @ 6:00 pm  

 

October 6 

November 3 

December 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Shabbat  

The second Friday of the month 

come to Shabbat and receive an 

Anniversary blessing and gift!  

(during your anniversary month) 

 

 

Second Fridays @ 6:00 pm  

 

October 13 

November 10 

December 8 

 

 

Please RSVP to  
lifecycles@BethShalomNB.org   

if you will be attending! 

Shabbat Selahbrate  

mailto:lifecycles@BethShalomNB.org
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CBS U/ADULT EDUCATION/HAZAK  

Whatôs New at CBS U in October? 
 

In addition to all our ongoing classes, we have two new classes and two          
returning classes beginning in October: 
 
NEW CLASS! Too Clever by Haf ï (In Person & Via Zoom) 
 
Instructor: Rabbi David Chapman 
Dates:  Tuesdays 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/21 & 11/28 
Time:  9:15 ï 10:15 am  
Fee:  No charge for CBS members;  

$50 for friends of CBS  
 

NEW CLASS! Grandparenting ï (In Person & Via Zoom) 
 

Instructor: Cantor Steven Stoehr 
Dates:  Wednesdays 10/11, 10/25, 11/1 
Time:  6:30 ï 7:40 pm  
Fee:  No charge for CBS members;  

$50 for friends of CBS  
 

RETURNING CLASS! Midrash ï (In Person & Via Zoom) 
 

Instructor: Rabbi Aaron Melman 
Dates:  Thursdays 10/12, 10/19, 11/9, 11/16, 12/7, 12/14 & 12/21 
Time:  11:00 am ï 12:00 pm  
Fee:  No charge for CBS members;  

$50 for friends of CBS  
 

RETURNING CLASS! Israel In Depth 2023 ï 2024 
Session Topics: 

October 22 ï Israel Update: 

Whatôs the story behind the governmentôs judicial reform plans? 

Register for October at: tinyurl.com/israelindepthoct 

 

November 12 ï The ñNew Jewò and Sports: How the early Zionist vision of athletic Jews led to Euroleague  
championships and Olympic medals  

December 17 ï Play it Loud: Understanding Israelôs story through popular music 

February 4 ï The 21 Percent: Israelôs Arab citizens 

March 10 ï Israelôs Constitutional Moment: Why the country has no constitution and how that might change 

May 19 (no breakfast) ï Friends in High Places: Mapping support for Israel among Americans ï Jews and non-Jews 

 
Instructor: Carl Schrag 
Dates:  Sundays 10/22, 11/12, 12/17, 2/4, 3/10 & 5/19 
Time:  10:00 ï 11:15 am (immediately following Breakfast by Menôs Club) 
Fee:  No charge for CBS members (including breakfast);  

$10 per session for friends of CBS  
 

Questions about these or any other CBS U/Adult Education classes?  
Contact Audrey at ATaxer@bethshalomnb.org  or call her at 847.498.4100, ext. 145 

tinyurl.com/israelindepthoct
mailto:ATaxer@bethshalomnb.org
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CBS U/ADULT EDUCATION/HAZAK  

Welcome Back Shabbat  
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SISTERHOOD  

 

 

 

 

 

The Louis Gurvitz Memorial Sisterhood Judaica Shop  

LóShanah Tovah from Sisterhoodõs ~Shop Around The Corner~ 

May Your Year Be Good & Sweet!  

 

We are very excited to be ordering new merchandise and  

Will soon be able to announce a schedule for in -person shopping.  

 

Continue to support the CBS Sisterhood Judaica Shop with the click of the mouse!  

Simply use this address: https://cbs -sisterhood -judaica-shop.square.site/  

 

For additional information, or to schedule an in -person appointment,  

Contact: Diana Lewis 847 -903-6175 or Darlene Padnos 847 -217-4531 

 or email Diana at cbsjudaica@gmail.com . 

There's something magical about stepping off the plane at Ben Gurion Airport.  Being 

surrounded by such diversity in sights, sounds, and smells, is energizing- even after a 

long flight!   

 

Israel is and has always been a land of possibilities- innovation from agriculture, high 

tech, and education.  And while the politics of Israel can sometimes be a challenge, the 

people and cultures are diverse, bright, and focused on the future. 

 

It's in this vein that we look to kick off this year of Sisterhood at Beth Shalom.  Our opening event, "A Night In 

Tel Aviv" is coming up on October 26th!  It will be a chance for new and returning sisterhood members, as 

well as those looking to join our community, to celebrate the flavors of Tel Aviv! 

 

We will have a guided wine tasting, featuring some of the top wines of Israel, dine on some fabulous Israeli veg-

etarian food, and nibble from a shuk-inspired dessert display.  We will also have the opportunity to meet new 

faces and reconnect with òsistersó who we may not have seen recently. You can register through MyCBS or 

at tinyurl.com/sisterhoodopeningevent . 

 

I love that this is the event that we've chosen to kick off our year.  As we look ahead to all of the big and small 

sisterhood events for 2023-2024, we can see creative and inspiring opportunities to learn, grow, and have fun 

together as a Sisterhood.   

 

As some Sisterhood Exec Committee members and I greeted people during High Holiday Ticket Pickup, we 

were reminded of the excitement that lies before us- a year full of possibility and energy.  We hope that this 

event kicks off what will be a fantastic slate of events for this ever growing community! 

Lani Schrank  

https://cbs-sisterhood-judaica-shop.square.site/
mailto:cbsjudaica@gmail.com.?subject=Judaica%20Shop
https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/sisterhood-opening-dinner-in-person-and-zoom.html
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Opening Event 

A Night in Tel Aviv 
An evening of Israeli Wine, Food, and Music! 

   
 

Thursday, October 26, 2023 

6:00-9:00 PM 
 

Cost-Member $50 prior to October 12 

$55 on or after October 13 

Non-member $55 prior to October 12 

$60 on or after October 13 

Reserve: tinyurl.com/SisterhoodOpeningEvent 
 
 

 
 
 

Questions? Contact Jenny Schneider  

jennyschneider525@gmail.com 
 

SISTERHOOD  

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/sisterhood-opening-dinner-in-person-and-zoom.html
mailto:jennyschneider525@gmail.com?subject=SH%20Night%20in%20Tel%20Aviv
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DONATIONS  MENõS CLUB 

Hello Congregation Beth Shalom, well summer is coming to an end and the autumn and High 

Holiday season are upon us. We at the Menõs Club would like to wish everyone a LõShana Tova 

and very happy start to 5784!!  

 

As for the Menõs Club we have a lot of amazing activities slated for the New Year. Our biggest 

Autumn activity will be taking place on Thursday, October 5th when we serve Steaks and a 

choice of fine beverages in the Sukkah as we watch the Washington Commanders take on the 

Chicago Bears on Thursday Night Football live from our Nationõs Capital.  We also kicked off 

our weekly breakfasts with a crowd favorite, Bagels on the Run, on Sunday, September 10th. Our first sit down, indoor 

breakfast will be Sunday, October 22, and will be accompanied by a fascinating Israel in Depth talk and discussion.  

Information can be found on page 8 in this Bulletin. 

 

To continue with my òget to know the past presidentsó section, I would like to present Glen Roter. Glen, a Financial   

Advisor for Edward Jones, grew up in Skokie, Illinois. He was the CBS Menõs Club president from 1997-1999. Glen      

became Menõs Club President less than a decade after he joined CBS around 1989-1990. During his years in the Menõs 

Club Glen has had many important roles, including Membership VP, House VP, Executive VP, and he worked with Jim 

Donenberg in starting up the Yellow Candle Program. When he served as Menõs Club President, Glen was proud of the 

strong relationship he cultivated with the CBS Sisterhood. During his term, the Menõs Club and Sisterhood had many joint 

programs and exciting social events. Outside of Menõs Club and CBS, Glen has many wonderful interests, which include 

cheering on the Cubs, traveling, and he is a self-described car nut. Glen is a dedicated volunteer, he has served in many 

community organizations,   often in leadership roles. While Glen has held many titles, the most important is family man. 

Glen and his wonderful wife Jill have been married for 46 years. They have two terrific children: Blake (Julie) and Melissa 

(Jeff). They have 2 two year old grandchildren: Cooper (from Melissa and Jeff) and Ellie (from Blake and Julie). Some fun 

facts regarding our past   president Glen Roter include, during his senior at the University of Illinois, Glen got his pilotõs 

license. During college summers Glen worked just off of Maxwell Street, but thatõs not the most exciting thing. For his 

40th Birthday, Jill sent Glen to the Randy Hundley Fantasy Baseball Camp, where Glen was able to play a game at the leg-

endary Wrigley Field. 

 

Once again, we at the CBS Menõs Club want to wish everyone a very happy, healthy, and sweet New Year.  

Bob Goldwin  

Do you have the Congregation Beth Shalom Mobile App on your Smartphone or Tablet?  

If not, Download it Today! Itõs free for both IOS (iPhone) and Android (Google) 

 

Search Beth Shalom Congregation and look for the CBS logo 

(there are many synagogues with similar names) 
 

The CBS Mobile App will provide you easy access to: 

¶ Your MyCBS Account (be sure you know how to sign into your account!) 

¶ CBS Membership Directory 

¶ CBS Calendar (and event registrations) 

¶ Online Donations & Payments 

¶ CBS Website & Live Streaming 
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SEND-A-KID -TO -ISRAEL-PARTNERSHIP  

 

 

 

 

The Send-a-Kid-to-Israel Partnership (SKIP) savings incentive program was created to anticipate and save for 

our children's Jewish education. SKIP allows families, their congregations, and the Jewish United Fund to      
become partners in planning for a young person's future Israel experience. Students in 3rd through 6th grade 

are eligible to enroll in SKIP; families are eligible to contribute to their children's SKIP account for a maximum 

of 7 years (3rd- 9th grade).   

 

Beginning in 3rd-6th grades a family contributes $70 per year, our synagogue underwrites $100, and JUF funds 

$85. Thus, each year a total of $255 is placed in a special, interest-bearing account. A child who participates 

for the full seven years (grades 3-9) will have approximately $2000 ($1785 plus interest) saved to help meet 

the cost of an Israel trip. SKIP funds can be used after 9th grade and up to and including age 26 for an Israel 

Experience program. Of course, the hope is that your child will travel to Israel using these specially accumulat-

ed funds. Your portion of the SKIP funds are fully refundable at any time should your child not participate in 

an Israel program.   

  

Many thanks to the Zemsky Family who sponsor the David L. Zemsky SKIP Fund that helps to financially support 

this wonderful opportunity for our youth! Only Congregation Beth Shalom matches each SKIP participantõs 

$70 contribution with $100. The Zemsky SKIP Fund is the largest financial sponsorship among the  
Chicagoland synagogues. 

  

More information regarding how to register will appear in the November bulletin. A letter of invitation to the 

program will be mailed in November to families of new and eligible students. Registration for 2023-24 will 

begin on November 1st.  Please feel free to contact the Religious School office for further information at     

847-498-5352 or school@bethshalomnb.org . 

~~~ 

Congratulations to the following  SKIP graduates ! Their families have completed the necessary annual 

financial contributions to SKIP, and they now are eligible to use the funds to help pay for an Israel program of 

their choice. 

  

Mazel tov  to:  

  

Shira Baruch  

Samantha Becker  

Anne Eisenberg  

Elliot Fink  

Ethan Fink  

Ethan Garfield  

Hannah Melman  

Alaina Speigel  

Hannah Tatel  

Gabriel Uhler  

mailto:school@bethshalomnb.org
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SOCIAL ACTION  

SocialActionVP@BethShalomNB.org  

Congregation Beth Shalom will be collecting  

FLOWER VASES 
For the month of  October 

 
LƴǎǇƛǊŜ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƧƻȅΣ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎΦ  
 
! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƧƻȅΣ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŶǊƳƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƊǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΦ 
 

Collection box will be in lobby by Coat Room 

Any size vase or color is needed 

Any questions?  

Please contact Jill Olefsky 847-565-5045  

 

Did you know? Inspire Through Flowers  can re-purpose your beautiful wedding flowers from your 

sustainable wedding to pass along the love from your ceremony to patients, healthcare workers, and 

other community members. Contact Inspire Through Flowers through their website: 

www.inspirethroughflowers.org   

Donõt forget to save all those small fun size candies at the end of the month thru Monday, November 6th.  

We will once again be collecting them to be distributed throughout the community. More information 

will be in the November bulletin.  
 

If you would like to get involved, come join Social Action! Please reach out to CBS Social Action Vice  

President, Robyn Rosengard, SocialActionVP@BethShalomNB.org . 

mailto:SocialActionVP@BethShalomNB.org
http://www.inspirethroughflowers.org
mailto:SocialActionVP@BethShalomNB.org
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CBS HAPPENINGS   

RSVP:  tinyurl.com/swatoct2023  

Naomi Ragenõs new novel The 

Enemy Beside Me, is based on 

historical events that occurred 

in Lithuania in 1941. The plot 

revolves around Milia Gottstein

-Lasker. Miliaõs grandfather 

founded the Survivorõs       

Campaign, an organization that 

hunts for Nazi war criminals 

who have escaped justice. After 

her fatherõs death, Milia makes 

The Survivorõs Campaign her lifeõs mission. Milia 

lives outside of Tel Aviv and her husband Julius is a 

prominent surgeon. She is also a mother and grand-

mother who tries to juggle all parts of her very full 

life. Milia is stunned when Julius leaves her for     

another woman.  

 

Dr. Darius Vidas is a lifelong Lithuanian. Darius is a 

divorced college history professor and a popular 

author. He grew up believing that his grandfather 

risked his life hiding a Jewish family and helping 

them escape from Nazis. As part of a Holocaust 

Remembrance initiative Darius is organizing a pro-

gram to involve young people throughout Lithuania 

in remembering Lithuaniaõs Jewish communities. 

Darius invites Milia to be the keynote speaker and 

to interact with students in several schools. Milia 

welcomes the chance to speak uncensored and 

plans to openly address the distortion of Lithuaniaõs 

history. The Lithuanians have long buried their   

secrets of Nazi collaboration. Almost the entire 

Lithuanian Jewish community, including Miliaõs     

family, was slaughtered at the hands of their neigh-

bors and not in concentration camps. Milia knows 

that Lithuanian young people are not being told the 

truth. She will read from notarized first-hand     

accounts that cannot be denied. The descriptions of 

torture and mass murder are disturbing, but they 

are essential to the plot. 

 

Romance blooms between Milia and Darius as they 

explore his country and learn about each otherõs 

Lithuanian families. Milia is very conflicted about the 

feelings she has for Darius, but she cannot deny 

their mutual attraction. Multiple fascinating story-

lines lighten the mood of The Enemy Beside Me. 

Ragen does not shun controversy in her novels. 

Sheõs like a good friend who will always tell you the 

truth. 

 

 

ITõS NOT TOO LATEéto inquire about our           

Civil Rights Journey  
 

 
If you missed our informational meeting on October 2, you can 

still find out about/register for our second CBS Civil Rights 

Journey (Tuesday, March 26 ð Thursday, March 28, 2024). 

Please donõt delay. Now  is the time to take this impactful and 

moving trip. Call Audrey (847.498.4100, x. 145) or Leann 

(847.498.4100, x. 144) or email Audrey 

(ATaxer@bethshalomnb.org ) or Leann 

(LBlue@bethshalomnb.org ). Rabbi David Chapman and 

Audrey Taxer will accompany our participants (this trip is       

appropriate for anyone over the age of 13). 
 

IF YOU ARE A FAMILY WITH TEENS:   This is a wonder-

ful Spring Break alternativeéespecially if your teen is considering 

any southern universities. Turn the rest of the week into a      

college campus tour! 

https://congregationbethshalomnorthbrook.shulcloud.com/event/fyc-shabbat-with-a-twist.html
mailto:ATaxer@bethshalomnb.org
mailto:LBlue@bethshalomnb.org
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CBS HAPPENINGS  

Purchase Tickets Here:  www.northshorecenter.org  

https://northshorecenter.org/event/a-tribute-to-jewish-women/
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