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Meet the Chapmans

By Jessica Wrubel <+ Photos by Sari P. Photography

f you're like most people, you are looking down at your

phone or politely waiting for your floor when you're on

an elevator. Not Rabbi David Chapman and Jonathan

Shmidt Chapman. They met in one of those straight-out-
of-a-movie type of situations: on a crowded elevator in Times
Square in 2009.

“I was working at a theater called New Victory with offices
in that building,” says Jonathan. “David, prior to making a
career shift to becoming a rabbi, was a professional theater
director. At the time, he was the assistant director for the
original Addams Family musical on Broadway, which was
rehearsing in that building. | struck up a conversation with
David, we went on our first date soon after, and we've been
together ever since.”
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Jonathan, originally from Long Island, NY, and David,
who grew up in Wilmette, were married in May of 2013 at
a time when gay marriage was legal in New York state,
but not federally.

The pair married at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, the
largest LGBTQ synagogue in the world, and the reception was
at a bookstore in NYC.

“[Our] wedding was in a cool bookstore called Housing
Works, a non-profit that supports homeless LGBTQ people,”
says David.

A memorable moment from the big day was when Jon-
athan surprised David by joining the band and serenading
him with a version of Ingrid Michaelson's *You and I' (which
is their song).
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David and Jonathan moved to the Arrowhead subdivision
this past summer from New York and live there with their two
children, Elior (5) and Amitai (1 month).

“We love our neighborhood! Everyone was so friendly and
welcoming to us when we moved here last summer,” David
says. "We love taking long walks and frequenting the play-
grounds in the warmer weather. We really enjoy Chicago Bo-
tanic Gardens, Book Bin, Graeter's Ice Cream, and the Village
Green. We're also excited to have the quality children’s theater
programming at Northbrook Theater just down the street!”

The family moved from NYC to join the community at
Congregation Beth Shalom, where David is the new assistant
rabbi, and to be closer to David's family.

"Beth Shalom has embraced us-- it already feels like home.
It is a vibrant and loving community. I'm excited that we are
piloting lots of new programs for families with young children
and people of all ages,” David said.

And even though Jonathan's parents live in New York, they
come fo visit often and the family is still able to take vaca-
tions together.

“Last year, we took Elior on a trip to Disney World with
Jonathan’s parents,” David says. “Elior's favorite ride was
Finding Nemo.”

The family loves to travel, too, and have been on many
adventures together. Some favorite trips include Denver, where
Elior got to see real dinosaur footprints at Dinosaur Ridge; San

Diego; Ogunquit, Maine; and one very memorable trip to Israel.

“One favorite memory is taking Elior on a big trip fo Israel
when he was two years old,” David says. “We explored the
country and reconnected with Jonathan's family there.”

The pandemic didn‘t slow down the family travels either.
They rented an RV to drive from New York to Chicago and
stayed at campsites while traveling west.

NorrnerooK Lwing

“Elior loved looking up at the stars, roasting marshmallows,
and exploring attractions along the way,” says Jonathan. “We
can’t wait to travel as a family of four!”

Some of the family’s favorites together include playing
lespecially LEGOS, which is Elior's favorite), doing art projects,
spending plenty of time outdoors, and attending music and
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theater performances. In fact, before the age of three, Elior
had seen over 20 performances in theater, music, and pup-
petry created for young audiences.

During the early part of the pandemic, the family created
“Daddy and Abba School” at home, inventing all kinds of
activities to do with then 3-year-old Elior each day.

“We built an imaginary pizza shop, went on an indoor

camping trip, and had a nightly dance party,” Jonathan says.

MORE THAN JUST A
HEADSHOT...

AN EXPERIENCE THAT
CONNECTS YOU TO YOUR
IDEAL AUDIENCE &
BUILDS CONFIDENCE
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Elior loves school, camp, and the many playgrounds around
town. He is an expert LEGO builder and storyteller. He enjoys
crafting, learning about animals, and using his imagination;
while David says Amitai is leaming to lift his head and loves
fummy time and “eating, pooping, and falling asleep at the
same timel!”

David, who has lived in Hungary, Vietnam, and France in
addition fo NYC, spent some time as a theater director and
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non-profit professional, was ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary in New

York, where he also received training as a chaplain.

Jonathan is a theater artist and Jewish family educator. He is on the faculty of
the theater department at Northwestern University, and he will be directing two
shows for family audiences at the Northbrook Theater this spring. He is also the
founder of The K'ilu Company, bringing Jewish education in early childhood to life
through theater and imaginative play. He also created a popular blog called “Play-
Along Parsha,” a weekly guide for families to explore the Torah together through

imaginative play.

Jonathan and David also wrote a children’s book together, which was illustrated
by David's mother Diane Nelson, called Before You Were You about their fami-

ly-building journey.

“We are proud to be both a committed Jewish family and part of the LGBTQ com-

munity,” David says.

“We try to live by the Jewish value of Tikkun Olam-repairing the world,” David
says. “We do this by donafing time and resources fo causes we care about, such as

refugee rights, LGBTQ advocacy, and helping those in need.”

The family is just getting started exploring the area and is excited fo be a part of

the community.
“We can't wait to explore all that Northbrook has fo offer!”

Contact us at thomas@bestversionmedia.com.

l. Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues!

UNIQUELY PERSONAL LIVING
& WORKING SPACES

Mark Eric Benner - Architects is Northshore’s

leader in luxury residential design experienced

through 3D virtual reality. A trusted partner in
creating harmonious living spaces, delivered on-

time & on-budget, we work for your family’s...
success * serenity * and joy

www.MEBArchitect.com
Call 847-412-0692 today for your free 15-minute
“Clarity Call” to discuss your most pressing questions
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OXYGEN HEALS

Treatments for
Concussions
Sports Injuries
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Traumatic Injuries
Surgical Recovery
and much more

1535 Lake Cook Rd. Suite 404 | Northbrook
847-559-8426 | healingwithhyperbarics.com
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